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PRODUCTION
TRENDS, WINE
EXPORT - IMPORT
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By Melinda Dothan
In 2007, I worked for the first time in New Zealand.
I was impressed by the fastest improving New
World wine industry. Most winemakers in New
Zealand travel around the world and spend several
harvests in America and Europe to learn new and
old wine making technology. Then they usually
return to New Zealand to become chef wine
makers.
As you can see on the first graph in the last ten
years the number of wineries in New Zealand is
quite stable. There are around 700 wineries.
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In 2012, New Zealand had 35,335 ha of wine
grape area. From then on there has be continuous
growth of plantation. Multi-national beverage
companies invest and drive these changes.
Sauvignon Blanc is the most profitable variety. In
2015, the total vineyard area was 35,463 ha and
58 % of them was Sauvignon Blanc. By 2020,
when New Zealand has 38,988 ha vineyards,
Sauvignon Blanc reached 63 % of the total
production area.

The 2008 World Economic crisis did not affect the
New Zealandian wine industry. At that time, New
Zealand was more dependent on the Asian market.
The Asian crisis came later. We can see that by
2012 the New Zealandian economy also went
through a deep recession. However, in two years,
they managed to get back in the game. By 2014,
they already produced more than 100 million liters
more wines than in 2012. They kept this success in
later years. The green line represents the
Estimated Export Volume in millions of liter wine.
By 2020, the Estimated Export Volume is
expected to reach the Total Production Wine,
around 300 million liters.
New Zealand has two main profiles. One is the
high-price point wine, which is sold directly to
restaurants and bar channels. The other is the bulk
wine exported to supermarkets and off-license
supply channels. Consumer demand overseas is
continuously growing. The Estimated Average
Price in USD / liter went down from $5.59 to $4.40
by 2019.
In 2020, the New Zealand Wine of the Year
competition was canceled due to Covid-19. The
Virtual New Zealand Wine Week will be kicking off
on February 2nd, 2021.

For more: https://www.nzwine.com/en/events/
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